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If you live in a rural
area and are not
connected to mains
sewage, your home
probably relies on a
septic tank for waste

When working
correctly, septic
tanks are excellent
sewage treatment
systems, an ideal
solution to the prob-
lem of local, domestic
effluent disposal.

However, when they
do not function correctly,
sewage may not be
properly broken down
and a serious water
pollution problem may occur.

The National Trust is aware that water pollution
of any kind can have far-reaching effects, both
within its property boundaries and beyond. Water
supplies and wildlife habitats must be protected.
Pollution can also lead to prosecution; the Trust as
landlord and you as occupier could be liable.

This leaflet/ poster has been designed to show
you how to maintain a healthy septic tank and thus
avoid causing water pollution.

Surveys of sewage systems at Trust properties
have been initiated. These will identify which
systems require attention
or replacement.
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How a septic tank works

The purpose of a septic tank is to provide a
chamber in which sewage is retained for sufficient
time for it to decompose.

The raw sewage in the tank is partially digested
by bacteria which work best in the absence of
oxygen (anaerobic conditions); hence the term
‘septic’.

The sewage is separated in the tank into two
parts; sludge, which is retained for a period up to
one year before being pumped out and taken away;
and into water, which is passed out of the tank
through a soakaway and ultimately to groundwater
or standing or flowing waters.
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This final discharge should not contain
suspended solids or cause oxygen depletion in
water beyond specified limits. Also it should not
cause nutrient enrichment of receiving waters or
wetlands or other habitats.

The bacterial digestion process can be damaged
by household chemicals and fail. The soakaway can
become blocked and then raw sewage can cause
serious pollution. B

The ‘friendly bacteria’in the tank need
attention!
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Minimise the use
of water — the
more liquid that
flows through the
septic tank, the
less efficient is the
digestion process.
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Rags, disposable
nappies, nappy
liners and soft toys
flushed down the
lavatory are the
main cause of
blocked drains.
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Please do not pour
paints, solvents,
oils or heavy
grease down the
drains. These
should be kept in
their original
containers and
taken to a local
authority recycling
centre.

If the tank cover
and all manhole
covers are not
secure against
children or
animals, contact
-your Trust agent.
Ensure that air
vents are not
blocked (but are
not death traps for
wildlife).

Rainwater must
not be piped into
the septic tank.
Contact your
Trust agent if it is.

Please do not use
bleaches, (unless
they are approved
for use with septic
tanks), disinfectants,
bactericides,
sterilisers or
germicides — these
kill the beneficial
bacteria which digest "
the waste inside the '
septic tank.
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Have the septic
tank de-sludged at
least once a year.
See that the crust on
the top is not removed
and the sludge is only
removed from the

bottom of the tank. This
reduces the odour and
allows new sewage to be
‘seeded’ with the digesting
bacteria.
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Act immediately if
you notice a blockage,
maintenance problem
or any sign of
pollution, especially
flooding of the
soakaway area.
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Use cleaning liquids
and detergents
sparingly. (Bio-
degradable products
should be used and
are available from
most shops.)





